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Extract  from  the  “  Roll  of  Eminent  Burgesses  of  Dundee. 


“Published  by  Order  of  the  Provost ,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Council . 

“Dundee,  1887.” 


“  1807 — August  11//?. 

“JAMES  CHALMERS,  Bookseller  in  Dundee,  was  admitted  Burgess  by  the 
“  Privilege  of  William  Chalmers,  Manufacturer,  his  Father. 

“  James  Chalmers,  second  son  of  William  Chalmers,  manufacturer,  Arbroath,  was  born  in 
that  town  on  the  2nd  February,  1782.  In  early  life  he  left  Arbroath  and  migrated  to  Dundee, 
where  he  joined  his  elder  brother  William,  who  had  for  some  time  been  established  there  as  a 
bookseller.  About  the  year  1822,  and  after  a  lengthened  period  of  correspondence  with  the 
authorities,  he  effected  a  marked  acceleration  of  the  mail-coach  system  north  of  London, 
whereby  a  saving  of  two  days  on  the  double  journey  betwixt  London  and  the  chief  towns  of  the 
North  was  brought  about.  In  1880  he  added  to  his  business  the  printing  and  publishing  of  a 
newspaper,  The  Dundee  Chronicle,  an  undertaking  soon  rendered  unsuccessful  through  the  heavy 
taxation  to  which  the  Press  was  then  subject,  generally  known  as  the  ‘  Taxes  on  Knowledge,’ 
the  repeal  of  which  Mr.  Chalmers  consequently  did  his  best  to  advocate.  From  1882  onwards 
this  subject,  conjointly  with  that  of  Post  Office  reform,  was  one  of  the  leading  topics  of  the  day, 
and  in  both  Mr.  Chalmers  was  now  able  to  take  a  prominent  part  by  intercourse  with  such 
leading  reformers  as  Mr.  Joseph  Hume,  Mr.  Wallace,  of  Kelly,  and  others.  In  the  month  of 
August,  1884,  he  invented  and  produced  in  his  premises  the  Adhesive  Stamp  for  postage 
purposes,  printed  on  sheets  of  paper,  afterwards  gummed  over  by  an  adhesive  substance, 
precisely  on  the  principle  now  in  use.  On  the  appointment  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  November,  1837,  upon  the  proposed  uniform  Penny  Postage  Scheme  of 
Mr.  Rowland  Hill,  Mr.  Chalmers  laid  his  plan  of  the  Adhesive  Stamp  before  the  Committee, 
the  plan  of  Mr.  Hill  being  that  of  an  impressed  stamped  wrapper  or  cover.  Again,  in  a  com¬ 
munication  of  some  length,  under  date  £  Dundee,  8th  February,  1838,’  he  further  laid  his  plan 
before  the  Mercantile  Committee  of  the  City  of  London,  charged  with  the  support  of  the 
proposed  reformed  scheme.  This  document,  now  cf  historical  interest,  was  bequeathed  to  the 
Library  of  the  South  Kensington  Museum  by  the  late  Sir  Henry  Cole,  who  was,  at  the  period 


of  its  receipt  from  Mr.  Chalmers,  Secretary  to  the  Committee.  The  plan  of  the  impressed 
stamp,  as  introduced  by  Mr.  Rowland  Hill,  not  meeting  the  approval  either  of  the  House  of 
Commons’  Committee  or  the  Government,  that  of  the  Adhesive  Stamp  was  brought  forward  by 
its  advocates  in  Parliament  to  solve  the  difficulty,  and  was  ultimately  adopted  by  Treasury 
Minute  of  date  20th  December,  1889.  The  Mulready  envelope  proved  a  failure,  but  the 
Adhesive  Stamp  saved  the  Penny  Postage  scheme,  and  has  gradually  been  adopted  by  all 
countries.  The  credit  due  to  James  Chalmers  in  this  matter  having  been  claimed  for 
Sir  Rowland  Hill,  much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  vindicating  the  title  of  the  Dundee 
bookseller,  but  at  length  the  leading  biographical  works  in  this  country  have  acknowledged  that 
title  ;  while  abroad,  more  especially  in  the  United  States  of  America,  the  name  of  James 
Chalmers  is  accepted  as  that  of  the  original  inventor.  On  the  1st  January,  1846,  Mr.  Chalmers 
was  presented,  in  the  Town  Hall  of  Dundee,  with  a  public  testimonial  in  recognition  of  his 
services  in  improving  the  postal  system,  and  as  the  originator  of  the  Adhesive  Postage  Stamp. 
On  the  3rd  March,  1883,  the  Town  Council  of  Dundee  formally  passed  the  following  reso¬ 
lution  : — 

“  ‘  That  having  had  under  consideration  the  pamphlet  lately  published  on  the 
subject  of  the  Adhesive  Stamp,  the  Council  are  of  opinion  that  it  has  been  conclusively 
shown  that  the  late  James  Chalmers,  bookseller,  Dundee,  was  the  originator  of  this 
indispensable  feature  in  the  success  of  the  reformed  Penny  Postage  scheme,  and  that 
such  be  entered  upon  the  minutes.’  ”  * 

“  In  the  course  of  his  career  Mr.  Chalmers  served  in  many  positions  of  importance  in  the 
Town  Council  of  Dundee,  and  in  the  public  institutions  of  the  town.  Early  in  life  he  married 
Barbara  Dickson,  eldest  daughter  of  Bailie  Dickson,  Montrose.  He  died  in  August,  1853, 
aged  71  years,  and  lies  buried  in  the  Howff.” 


*  This  resolution  has  subsequently  been  contirmed  by  the  leading  biographical  works  of  the 
day  after  special  investigation  initiated  by  the  other  side.  The  “  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  ” 
decided  that  James  Chalmers  was  the  inventor  of  the  Adhesive  Stamp  in  August,  1834. 
“Mr.  Pearson  Hill  has  not  weakened  the  evidence’’  to  that  effect.  The  “Dictionary  of 
National  Biography  ”  confirms  this,  and  the  date ;  and  beyond  and  since  all  this  we  have  the 
plan  itself,  bequeathed  by  Sir  Henry  Cole.  What  was  therefore  clear  to  the  Dundee  Town 
Council  in  1883  has  thus  since  then  been  more  than  confirmed,  and  become  a  fact  placed 
beyond  dispute. — P.  C. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  LETTER  OF  JAMES  CHALMERS  handing  his  plan  of 
the  Adhesive  Postage  Stamp  to  the  Mercantile  Committee  of  the  City  of  London , 
and  now  in  the  South  Kensington  Museum  Library,  bequeathed  by  the  late 
Sir  Henry  Cole  : — 

“4,  Castle  Street,  Dundee, 

“  8th  February,  1838. 

“  I  conceive  that  the  most  simple  and  economical  mode  of  carrying  out  such  an  arrangement 
“  (that  of  prepayment  of  letters)  would  be  by  slips  (postage  stamps),  prepared  somewhat  similar 
“  to  the  specimen  herewith  shown. 

“  With  this  view,  and  in  the  hope  that  Mr.  Hill’s  plan  may  soon  he  carried  into  operation, 
“  I  would  suggest  that  sheets  of  stamped  slips  should  be  prepared  at  the  Stamp  Office,  on  a 
“  paper  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  with  a  device  on  each  for  a  die  or  cut  resembling  that  on 
“  newspapers ;  that  the  sheets  so  printed  or  stamped  should  then  be  rubbed  over  with  a  strong 
“  solution  of  gum  or  other  adhesive  substance,  and,  when  thoroughly  dry,  issued  by  the  Stamp 
“  Office  to  town  and  country  distributors,  to  stationers  and  others,  for  sale  in  sheets  and  singly. 
“  .  .  .  Merchants  and  others,  whose  correspondence  is  extensive,  could  purchase  these  slips 

“  in  quantities,  cut  them  singly,  and  affix  one  to  a  letter  by  means  of  wetting  the  back  of  the  slip 
“  with  a  sponge  or  brush.  .  .  .  Others  requiring  only  one  or  two  slips  at  a  time  could 

‘‘  purchase  them  along  with  sheets  of  paper  at  stationers’  shops,  the  weight  only  regulating  the 
“  rate  of  postage  in  all  cases,  so  as  a  stamp  may  be  affixed  according  to  the  scale  determined 
“  on. 

“  Again,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  these  being  used  a  second  time,  it  should  be  made 
“  imperative  on  postmasters  to  put  the  Post  Office  town  stamp  (as  represented  in  one  of  the 
“  specimens)  across  the  slip  or  postage  stamp.” 

This  statement  is  accompanied  by  several  specimens  of  a  suggested  stamp  about  an  inch 
square.  A  space  divides  each  stamp  for  cutting  off  singly.  One  of  the  specimens  is  stamped 
across  with  the  quasi-postmark  ‘  Dundee,  10th  February,  1888,’  to  exemplify  what  Mr.  Chalmers 
states  should  be  done  to  prevent  the  stamp  being  used  a  second  time. 

Brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  5th  July,  1839.  After  plans  had  been  called 
for  from  the  public  and  nothing  better  found,  adopted  by  Treasury  Minute  of  date  26th  Decem¬ 
ber,  1839,  and  the  merit  appropriated  by  Mr.  Rowland  Hill,  then  in  despotic  power. 


Wimbledon, 

February,  1888. 


PATRICK  CHALMERS. 


